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This paper has TWO (2) Sections. Answer ALL questions in the answer booklet.
(100 marks)

SECTION A (50 marks)

This section has TWO (2) reading passages. Each question is worth 2.5 marks
unless stated otherwise.

Reading Passage 1 (25 marks)

| It is widely believed that young people are hopelessly devoted to social 1
media. Teenagers, according to this stereotype, tweet, gram, snap and
scroll. But for every young person hunched over a screen, there are others
for whom social media no longer holds such an allure. These teens are
turning their backs on the technology — and there are more of them thanyou 5
might think.

I While many of ‘us have been engrossed in the Instagram lives of our
colleagues and peers, a backlash among young people has been quietly
boiling. One 2017 survey of British schoolchildren found that 63% would be
happy if social media had never been invented. Another survey of 9,000 10
internet users from the research firm Ampere Analysis found that people
aged 18-24 had significantly changed their attitudes towards social media in
the past two years, from 66% of this demographic agreeing with the
statement “social media is important to me” in 2016 to only 57% in 2018. As
young people increasingly reject social media, older generations 15
increasingly embrace it: among the 45-plus age bracket, the proportion who
value social media has increased from 23% to 28%.

Il Thisis part of a wider trend. According to a study by US marketing firm Hill
Holliday of Generation Z — people born after 1995 — half of those surveyed
stated they had quit or were considering quitting at least one social media 20
platform. When it comes to Gen Z's relationship to social media, “significant
cracks are beginning to show”, says the firm’s Lesley Bielby.

IV She believes we will definitely see an increase in younger people quitting or
substantially reducing their use. “And as younger Gen Zers notice this
behaviour among their older siblings and friends, they too will start to dial 25
down their use of social media.”

V  Even teenagers who are not ready to quit entirely are stepping back for a
while. Dr Amanda Lenhart, who researches young people’'s online lives,
conducted a survey of US teenagers, asking them about taking time off
social media. “We found that 58% of teenagers said they had taken at least 30
one break from at least one social media platform. The most common
reason? It was getting in the way of schoolwork or jobs, with more than a
third of respondents citing this as their primary reason for leaving social
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tmedia. Other reasons included feeling tired of the conflict or drama they
could see unfolding among their peer group online, and feeling oppressed
ton by the constant firehose of information.”

As the first generation to grovw Up online, Gen £ never had to learn social
tmedia, orat least not exactly. They glided through every iteration: F acebook
(2004, Twatter (2006), Instagram (20100 Snapchat (20110 in real time,
gffortlessk adopting each one. But a life lived in pixels from your earliest
age is no easy thing.

The fact that Gen £ have had their every move documented anline since
before they could wallk, talk, or even control their bowels helps explain their
artipathy to social media: it makes sense for them to strive for privacy, as
soon asthey reach the age whenthey have a choice mertheir online image.

“I've seen parents post pictures of their child's first potty online, " says Ay
Binns of the LInkersity of Central Lancashire. " outhink: Wy are you daing
this to ywour child® Theywouldn't want this to be public.”

Gen £ has an interest in privacy that subth setsthem apar. " oung peaple
wiant to get away from the curtain-twitching village, where everyone knows
everything aboutwouw," Binns savs. S0 while today's teens spend a ot of
time onling, they don't actually share that much personal information. And
when they do share, it's strategic. ™ ou're painting a picture of who you are
and your image;” says Binns: "lt'syour own shopwindow ar brand.”

But guitting social media can create newe ankieties, "Our research shows
that the higgest fear of guitting or pausing social media is missing out "
Bielby says.

Some are maoare sanguine than others. "0Do | miss out on stuf?" 1 8-year-old
Tyreke Morgan asks. "Yeah, of course. Peoplefind it hardto keepin contact
with me. They say: 'Itwould be easier ifyou hadthis or that.' But | don't think:
t's that hard to tepe in my number and send a text. You're just not willing to
doit."

iothers strugole with the fear of missing out. "it's like evenrone in your friend
group has gone to a party without telling you," sayvs Jeremiab Johnson, 18.
Attimes, he quedions himsel. "l second-guess rmyself 2 lot. There are some
daws I'm really comdinced | want to reinstall [social media apps], not for
e self, but because | want to appear normal "

EUitting social media is a determined maove: apps including F acehook and
Instagram are designed to be addictive. "Social media is so0 ingrained in
teenage culture that t's hard to take it out. But when you do, it's such a
relief," 17-yearold Mary Amanuel sayvs She has receded a lot of
“admiration” from her peers for guitting. "They wish they were ahble to log off.
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People feel like social media is a part of them and their identities as
teenagers and something you need to do,” she says. “But I'm no less of a
teenager because | don't use it.” Lo

XIV  Still, refuseniks like Johnson and Amanuel may not be outliers forever. In a
world in which everyone is online, renouncing social media is a renegade,
countercultural move: as quietly punk as shaving your head or fastening
your clothes with safety-pins. Morgan has become an inspiration for
classmates wanting to escape. “My friends come to me and say: ‘Tyreke, | 80
don't have social media any more," and | go: Why? | thought that’s what you
guys do.' And they say: ‘Thanks to you, because of the things you said and
the stuff you're doing.’ It's quite cool.”

(Adapted from “Logged off: meet the teens who refuse to use social
media”, The Guardian)

Questions 1 to 10 are basedon*Reading Passage 1.

Complete the summary below. Choose NO MORE THAN THREE (3) WORDS AND/OR
A NUMBER from the passage to fill in each blank in the summary.

Contrary to popular belief, an increasingl humber.of young people are turning their backs
on social media. AsiLesley Bielby“from the marketing firm, Hill Holliday, says,
“(1) are beginning/to show"/when'it comesg'to Generation Z's relationship with
social media. The most commonly-cited reason forleavingis that it was getting in the way
of schoolwork or jobs. Others were tired of. (2) among their peers online or
overwhelmed by constant information.

This change could be because Gen Z was the first generation to (3) , going
through every single version of social media, from Facebook to Snapchat. This means
they have had their every move (4) practically since birth and as a result,
develop an (5) to social media. They would then (6) as soon as
they have a choice about their online image. Even if teenagers spend a lot of time online,
they share (7) strategically. According to Amy Binns of the University of
Central Lancashire, it is meant to paint a picture of your image, like your own
(8) or brand.

However, quitting social media is not easy, with the biggest fear being missing out on
events or news. Quitting social media is also a determined move, with apps specifically
designed (9) . Nonetheless, (10) is a countercultural move with
those who do it becoming an inspiration for others.



English 2 (FENG 0124) CONFIDENTIAL
November 2021 Final Examination

Reading Passage 2 (25 marks)

| For Scrooge saw himself as he had been in the past: a man in the prime of 1
life. His face had not the harsh and rigid lines of later years: but it had begun
to wear the signs of stress and greed. There was an eager, greedy, restless
motion in the eye, which showed the passion that had taken root, and where
the poisonous plant would grow. 5

I He was not alone, but sat by the side of a fair young girl in a mourning-
dress. In her eyes, there were tears which sparkled in the light.

I “It matters little,” she said, softly. “To you, very little. Another idol has
displaced me; and if it can cheer and comfort you in time to come, as [ would
have tried to do, | have no just cause to grieve.” 10

IV  “What Idol has displaced vou?” he demanded.

Vv “A golden one.”

VI  “This is the even-handed dealing of the world!” he said. “There is nothing
on which it is so hard as poverty; and there is nothing it professes to
condemn with such severity as the pursuit of wealth!” 18

VII  “You fear the world too much,” she answered, gently. “All your other hopes
have merged into the hope of ‘being ‘beyond the chance of its sordid
reproach. | have seen your nobler aspirations fall off one by one, until the
master-passion, Profit, engrosses you. Have | not?”

VI “What then?” he retorted. “Even if | have grown so much wiser, what then? 20
| am not changed towards you. Am [?”

IX She shook her head. “Our engagement is an old one. It was made when we
were both poor and content to be so, until, in good season, we could
improve our fortune by patient, hard work. You are changed. When you
made your promises to me, you were another man.” 25

X “lwas a boy,” he said impatiently.

Xl “Your own feeling tells you that you were not what you are,” she returned.
“Yet | am still the same as | was. That which promised happiness when we
were one in heart, is fraught with misery now that we are two. How often
and how keenly | have thought of this, | will not say. It is enough that 30
| have thought of it, and can release you.”

Xl “Have | ever sought release?”
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XMl "Inwords. Mo, Mever."
WV "Inwhat, then?"

XN "In a changed nature; in an attered spirit, in another attmosphere of life;
another Hope astsgreat end. In everything that made me love of any warth 25
ar walue in yaur sight. If this had never heen hetween us" said Scrooge's

fiancee®, looking mildly buot with steadiness upan ki "tell me, would you
seelk me out and try towin me now? Ak, not™

¥l He seemed to admittothe justice of this assumption in spite of himself. But
he said with a strugogle, "™ ou think not." 40

X " wiould gladly think athersdse if | could,” she answered, "Heaven knows!
But if you were free today, can even | believe that you would choose a gid
weithiout & dowery? 5 ou who weigh everything by Profit or, ifyou did choose
her, if for a moment you did not listen to your one guiding principle to do so,
do | not know thatyourrepentance and regretwould surely follow? [ felegse 445
you With a full heart for the love of hirnyod once were. "

WUl Hewas about to speak; butwith her head turned from him, she resumed.

HX  "vou may—the memory of whatis past half makes me hope yvou will—hawe
pain in thisoA very siepehrief time, andyou will dismiss the recollection of
it, gladly, as an unprofitable dream, from which t happened well that you S0
awnke. May vou be happy in the life you have chosenl™

XX  She left hitm, and they parted.
*Hiancee: the worman that sormebody s engadged to

(Adaptect frorn A Christmas Carol® By Charies Dickans)

Cidestions TT o 240 are based on Reading Passage 2

Zomplete each sentence with the correct ending, A-G, as given in the box below.
11. Bcrooge said that the warld in general criticized those who are poor

12, Scrooge had asked his flancée to marry him

13. Scrooge had never asked to hreak his engagement

14. Scrooge's flancée strongly believed that if he were single now,
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14. Before she left, Scrooge's flancee wished hirmwell and predicted that

A, hut his fiancée knew he regretted it since his personality had changed
g0 much

and also judged thosewho wanted to help people in poverty

acrooge would never ask her to marry him gince she swas poar

when they had both been younger and poorer

she told hirm to find a richer woman to make hiswife

wet it algo condemned those who wish to make their fortune

bt his fiancée knew she would regret it since his personality changed
s0 drasticalky

hie would hewery dlad to escape this engagement

hecause she wasthe only one who could tolerate his behaviour

J. he would not get married at all

QMmoo

— L

[n your own words, explain the followdng sentences in the context of the passage.

16. His face had hot the harsh ahd rigicd lines of Iater Wears,
but | had begun to wear the sighs of sthess ghod greed. (para. (2 marks)

17. "What Icial has dispiaced yols he demahnded.

“A golden one ¥ (para. V&YW i3 marks)

18. I hgve seen 1wy hobier aspirations fail off cone B aone, Ll the
master-passion Profit engrosses Wou (para. Wi (3.5 marks)

19. When ol frade Lowr pramisas o e ol were ghather man (para. ) (1 marks)

200 . F releass vou, WER & il heat far the love of Al ol once
ware, (para. =YD i3 marks)
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SECTION B (50 marks)

Answer TWO (2) questions ONLY in the answer booklet. Each question is worth 25
marks. Each paragraph should be at least 120 words long.

1. Write a descriptive paragraph about a time you rediscovered something you had lost.
Provide suitable illustrations.

2. Write an example paragraph about the skills students need in order to do groupwork
effectively. Give appropriate examples.

3. Write an example paragraph about what you consider a healthy diet. Give appropriate
examples.

4. Write an opinion paragraph on whether attending university is worth the energy, time
and money spent or not. Give reasons to support your opinion.

5. Write an opinion paragraph based on this statement: “The duty of youth is to challenge
corruption”. Give reasons to support your opinion.

***END OF QUESTION PAPER ***
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